CHAPTER XV
A   RELIGIOUS   MAN
IT would be incorrect to suppose Bernard Shaw irreligious
simply because he declared himself an atheist before the
Shelley Society as a young man, or because he declines to
go to church on Sunday: as incorrect as to suppose that an
army recruit who puts down C. of E. in the religion column
of his enlistment papers is necessarily religious. The recruit
sure to be religious in some degree is the one with the
temerity to write himself down an atheist; for that would
show that he had at least wrestled with God enough to
deny Him, and had not merely taken Him for granted or
ignored Him. It would show, too, that he had the spiritual
vitality, as he looked at the world and the universe beyond
it, at least to face the eternal question, 'What the devil does
it all mean?' even if he could find only a negative answer.
Behind every fight is a faith, and the faith behind Shaw's
fight is a fervent belief in what he calls Creative Evolution,
His creed is briefly this. There is a spiritual power in the
universe; call it the Life Force. About its origin we know
nothing. It is neither all-powerful nor all-knowing, but
strives to become both through its own creations. It goes
slowly forward by a process of trial and error. Man is
the latest trial. He may be an error. But he is not a base
accident of nature.
Now Darwin, or rather the metaphysicians and philo-
sophers who took notice of Darwin's observations in the
field of natural history, concluded that man was a base
accident of nature. Strangely enough, they came to this
conclusion with the greatest pleasure and relief. To find
the explanation of this surprising attitude, and to learn how
Shaw, one-time atheist, came to embrace Creative Evolution
as his faith, a short survey of the history of the general idea
of evolution must be made*
It was the fashion when Shaw was a young man for the
more daringly advanced free-thinkers to offer to stand up,
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